
Vic attended Conley School Kindergarten through 3rd grade and then his family moved to Ventura in 1929, 

only to return to Taft in 1936 where he graduated from Taft Union High School in 1938, followed by gradua-

tion  from Taft College in 1940. He continued his education at CAL Berkley where in February 1942, he en-

listed in the Navy and was allowed to complete his Bachelor of Arts degree in Personnel Administration, be-

fore being called to duty.  

On December 3, 1942, along with a group of men from the University of California at Berkley and Stanford 

University, he left San Francisco by train and arrived in New York, where he was taken to Columbia Universi-

ty and enrolled as Midshipmen in the United States Navy, his tour for the next 3 1/2 months. He reported for 

duty at the amphibious training base at Little Creek, Virginia in April 1943, then went to Fort Pierce, Florida 

for advanced training. He was ordered aboard the U.S.S. Sumter, an amphibious transport.  As a amphibious 

officer his landing board division took part in the landings at Kwajalein Atoll, Saipan and Tinian. In 1944, Vic 

was transferred to the U.S.S. Artemis and assigned to duty as the communication officer.  He was promoted to 

the rank of Lt. (JG).  At this time after taking part in the battle for Iwo Jima his ship was ordered back to Pearl 

Harbor to prepare for the landing in Japan. He was in Pearl Harbor preparing for the upcoming landing in   

Japan when the Japanese surrendered, and he was ordered back to San Francisco in March 1944. He was pro-

moted to the rank of Lt., transferred from the Artemis, and assigned to duty with the 11th Naval District.  

Vic met Margaret Sexton while stationed at Little Creek.  They dated and then corresponded during his tour 

overseas. When he returned to San Francisco, he asked Margaret to be his wife.  They were married on     Jan-

uary 5, 1946, and decided to make their home in Taft, California.  Taft Sport-

ing goods opened shortly after. 

In 1982, after 37 years in business, Vic sold Taft Sporting Goods and retired.  

Margaret and he purchased a motor home in 1986 and made some wonderful 

long-distance trips (11,000 miles) around the U.S. and Canada, and many 

shorter trips.  

During the late 1990’s he began writing a book about his military experiences 

in the amphibious Navy during World War II.  The book titled, The Gator Na-

vy was published by Vantage Press, Inc, in New York in 2004.    

As a young man he vowed that if he returned to Taft after graduation from 

college, he would work on community projects to improve the community. As 

a businessman in Taft for 37 years he was part of many Taft  community pro-

jects and served on many committees that formed the Westside Community–  serving on the Westside Hospi-

tal District, West Kern Water District, Westside Recreation and Park District, Westside Little League Base-

ball, Westside Junior Football, and was the Chairman for the “Save the Fort” from demolition committee, the 

Buena Vista Lake Committee, Taft Planning Commission ,Taft Chamber of Commerce Clean-up– Committee, 

where all downtown buildings were painted during one weekend and Taft gained National publicity in the 

New York Times.  Vic also served as Chairman of the Safety Committee for Westside Oil Companies, Vice-

President of the Westside Oil Museum, President of the Fort Preservation Society, and was on the Episcopal 

Church Board.  
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Vic was a member of various service organizations.  He was President from 1949-1950 for the DeMolay Council, President in 1953 

for the Westside Oilfield Community Chest, President in 1970 of the Rotary Club of Taft, President in 1980 of the Taft Chamber of 

Commerce, Secretary of the Representative Rotary International District-#52, 1971-72. Vic was presented a Certificate of Merit 

from the Westside Community Chest in 1954, received a Special Advisory Council award for Outdoor Life in 1967 and the 

Westside Little League Hall of Fame Award in 1983.  On January 26, 2001, he received the California State Legislature Assembly 

Service Award, by the Honorable Dean Florez of the 30th  Assembly District for 

his exemplary record of service to the Taft community, and he received a special 

award from the Kern County Board of Trade for Distinguished Service for the 

Community and Kern County in 1962. 

His most recent special project was the Oilworker Monument, and he said the Oil-

worker Monument Project was the one he enjoyed working on the most.  Vic is the 

Founder and Chairman of the Oilworker Monument Committee, which held their 

first meeting on June 28, 2006 and completed the project in time for the 2012 Oil-

dorado  100th year celebration. In the early part of 2006, he and wife Margaret dis-

cussed the upcoming Taft Oildorado and the fact that it would be Taft’s 100th anni-

versary. They felt that something big and lasting should be done.  A short time lat-

er, Vic came up with the idea of building an Oilworker Monument to honor the 

men and women who had contributed so much to our nation.  After talking about the 

idea to a few friends who thought it was worth pursuing, he decided to go forward 

with the project.  A great deal of thought was given to the type of monument we should 

build and the people in Taft that had the skills necessary to make the project a success.  

These people were asked to serve on the committee and their enthusiasm for the project 

was overwhelming.  He cannot say enough good things about the committee.  After the 

committee was formed, a mission 

statement was written and the com-

mittee went to work for the next four 

and a half years.   

There was much to be done; forms to 

design, developing ideas to pay for 

the monument, selling ideas to the 

community and oil industry, picking a site, working on 

the design, finding the right artist and much more.  The 

ideas for the monument began to change.   First they 

talked about a wooden derrick, then a steel derrick, and 

finally a bronze derrick. The Kern County Art Council 

director sent out a call for artists all over the U.S. The number of artists was reduced from twelve to four and 

then each artist presented his idea for the monument in a miniature form.  There was no doubt as to which 

artist captured the design concept on the proposal.  Sculptor Benjamin Victor was chosen as the favorite by 

the committee with a unanimous vote. The fact that Benjamin was born in Taft made it even more exciting.    

The Taft City Council provided the corner of 6th Street and Supply Row for the monument site.  The Design 

Committee took over and a plan was developed for the property, then the Construction Committee began their 

work.  In the spring of 2010, things were coming together.  The monument park was graded, the platform 

was built, sidewalks were completed, lights had been installed, 

and walls for the plaques were completed, work continued, 

security system installed, landscaping, bronze derrick delivered 

and installed and last of all the bronze figures to be mounted.   

Finally, after years of planning and meticulous team work by a 

great group of people, everything was in place and the  com-

mittee was ready to celebrate Taft’s Oildorado 2012.   

Vic’s life has been a great adventure.  God has granted him a 

long life with a loving wife, his three daughters, grandchildren, 

great grandchildren and many loyal friends  He has been fortu-

nate to have traveled to many parts of the world and to have 

experienced many extraordinary things.  He looks  forward to 

the future.                                                                                        

 Sculptures arrive as Charlie Beard, Fred Holmes 
and  Doug Keeler look on.  

Vic’s family 

Vic and the Monument 

Arnie (Salesman for Arch Billmore), Vic 
with Assemblyman Don Roders.   

Benjamin Victor (Sculptor/Artist) and Vic 
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